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Draft Minutes of the Research Programs Committee meeting
Meeting 01/06
held on Wednesday 15 February, 2006

Present: Jason Mattingley (Chair), Henry Jackson, Anne Castles, Garry Robins, Rob Hester,
Nancy McMurray, CharlesLiu, VirginiaHolmes, PatriciaMurray, Malini Chandrakumar

Apologies: Philip Smith

Virginia Holmes was welcomed to the committee as a temporary replacement to
Philip Smith.

1. Minutes of previous meeting

Confirmed

2. Recommendations of AUQA report.

A copy of the report was circulated. Some of the recommendations highlighted
are, identifying priority areas and concentrating on them, narrowing down the
focus areas and the University to provide bridging funding to researchers who
are in between grants.

Issues for the department to consider are how do we determine what are
research strengths are. We could do a mock RQF and/or we can ask staff to
nominate their best work and this could be evaluated. WE should assess
ourselves and present the data to the University instead of waiting to be
audited.

Research committee to think about putting together our own research
assessment exercise.

Jason Mattingley together with Richard Bell will set up aworking party and
Jason will send an email to staff asking if they want to be involved.

3. Graduate research co-ordinator report

The committee agreed that this should be a standing item on the agenda.
Students specially the ones who have completed their PhD or are about to
complete have complained about the completion seminars.

It was clarified that the actual policy states that current students cannot be
compelled except if they had lapsed and re enrolled in 2006.
VirginiaHolmes will modify her response to students to include this and also
sate that this is something the department supports and will be introduced
shortly.



Department website to include postgraduate student resources.

Patricia Murray reported that the SGS proformawill be on the web under the
resources page for PG students.

Feedback on Department Operational and Strategic Plans, Completion
Seminar and Laser printing allocation for PG students.

Charles Liu reported that PhD students think that the completion seminars will
not be useful to them. They are happy to present after the handing in their
thesis as they think it is too much of a burden when they are writing up. They
were also not happy that it was integrated with the department colloquia
series.

Henry Jackson stated that this was a good way of bridging the gap between the
students and staff and that this should be seen as an acknowledgement of
student success.

Patricia Murray will email students informing them that the department will
trial giving out unicards to students with free printing and monitor the
printing.

Report from DHEAG convenor

Nancy McMurray reported that a spreadsheet with commonly identified
mistakes in ethics applications has been compiled. The committee agreed that
this should be put under the resources page on the web. Nancy McMurray or
Hick Haslam should talk to the 4™ year students regarding these common
mistakes.

Recent ARC grants

Garry Robins commented that the fact that we received $2.6 millionin ARC
grants should be put up on the website. Patricia Murray asked that these be
written by someone and given to the external relations manager to be put up
on the web.

The web committee and external relations committee to work out a process.

Next meeting

Wednesday 19 April at 2.15 pm/



